From the Office of the Superintendent:
Mr. Brian Rottinghaus
As I started writing this article, I planned to lead with a short technical
definition of the job of a school. That seemed like a simple enough task.
However, when I researched an “official” definition, no simple or
clear-cut answer presented itself.  In fact it was quite the opposite.  I
reviewed the website for Nebraska Revised Statutes Chapter 79, which
includes all state education statutes.  I lost count around 800, but there
appears to be approximately 1,000 state statutes governing education.
At the Nebraska Department of Education I skimmed the list of the rules
that outline the various responsibilities of education.  Altogether there
are 92 Rules (or multi-page policies) for the Nebraska Department of
Education to oversee.  Rules involve topics such as school
accreditation, special education, school finance, student discipline,
student transportation, career academies, service units, early childhood
education, teacher certification, etc.
After reviewing the complexity of the laws and rules that govern the job
of schools, I decided to narrow the focus of my article to give a concise
explanation of the job of a school from my standpoint—a simple
overview of the most important roles we work to provide at Pawnee City
Public Schools. These aren’t things we feel we’ve mastered, rather
areas we diligently focus on to achieve.
We work to provide well-rounded curricula with quality instruction.  We
task ourselves with providing students with an opportunity to learn the
skills they need to be successful.  We encourage students to find
success in areas that are in line with their career aptitudes.  We endure
to make Pawnee City Public Schools a place where students are proud
“We believe...
...students can reach their individual potential through high expectations and a differentiated, diverse
curriculum.”
...education is an ever-changing process that provides students with 21st century skills to become lifelong
learners.”
...learning must take place in a safe environment where students explore, problem solve, and take academic
risks.”
...students have a shared responsibility for learning that enables them to become responsible citizens.”
www.pawneecityschool.com
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From Mr. Rottinghaus, cont.
to go to school.  We insist that the school is a place where students feel safe and wanted.  We
strive to make the school a place inclusive to all students, regardless of natural limitations over
which they have no control.  We want every student to feel ownership in his or her collective good to
the school—in their academic pursuits, as well as their participation in extracurricular activities and
sports.  In the classroom we push students to settle for nothing less than their best.  Any student
who performs to his or her best, whether he or she is a student who gets all A’s, or gets B’s, C’s, or
D’s, if it’s their best effort, then that student is an honor student in my book.  In our extracurricular
activities, we experience a lot of “wins” and “losses.”  Sponsors and coaches always coach to win,
but that doesn’t always happen.  If our students competing in sports and activities understand that
the means outweigh the ends—that is, they learn the values of hard work, teamwork, selflessness,
owning mistakes, taking responsibility, and perseverance—then they are winners in the game of life.
Finally, we want every student to be proud to be a Pawnee City Indian!  Students should be able to
walk into the doors of the Pawnee City Schools and feel pride in who they are and where they are
from, putting aside whatever differences they have for the collective good that school can provide in
all of its capacities.  The late Ted Kennedy said it well:  "What divides us pales in comparison to
what unites us."

Special Notes
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News from our Principal,
Mr. Don Jacobs…
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Community & School Pride - Please Help!!
I NEED HELP from our students, staff, and
community.  I have talked about Pawnee City
School Pride & community pride for some
time.  I talk about having pride in all that we
do.  Well, I think all I have been doing is giving lip service to the idea.  I am not sure I am doing
anything to make it better or making any progress to improve my goal.  I want every student,
staff member, and community member to be proud of who we are. 
It is easy to cheer for teams that are always at the top of the athletic rankings and performing
well, but I think we should be proud of who we are no matter what.  We are not seeing the
crowds that we used to at games, but we are also not seeing the crowds at our music concerts,
plays, performances, etc.  It is not unusual to sit at a concert and watch people leave when
their student is finished performing.  Every student in our school system, whether they are your
student or someone else’s, deserves support and love.  S
 chool spirit is important because it
sets the tone for various aspects of the school and its students. When the student body is
involved in events on and off the school grounds, it demonstrates a passion for PC Pride that is
immeasurable and contagious.  I believe that school spirit translates into higher expectations of
one’s self and surroundings.
This is just not about support from the community for the school, but it is about support from
the school for the community.  The community needs help with many things in our community
from watering plants to helping deliver meals to the elderly, and as it is here at school, it is the
same people who are willing to help.  I have to admit that I could do more for the community
than I do. I guess I think I can just wait for someone else to do it and be one of those who
complain because it is not to the level that I want it to be.
I am sure this is happening in other towns and not just an issue that is exclusive to Pawnee
City, but one of the things I noticed when I first came here was the pride everyone took in this
community and school.  It is not like it used to be and I really would like to see it come back to
where we were.  So with that being said, “Do you have ideas to improve our school pride?” 
By the time you get this newsletter, Thanksgiving will have come and gone.  I hope you all had
a wonderful day.  I also want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and I hope you have a
wonderful holiday season and a great New Year!
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Counselor's Corner - Mrs. Betsy Spitser
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     The Counselor's office has been busy this fall!  We have gone on group college visits
across the state, done some program shadowing at SCC, explored career fields and
opportunities through field trips, and much more!
    PCHS has approximately 20 juniors and seniors taking dual credit and/or SENCAP
classes through SCC which have provided great learning opportunities on career choices,
shown them how online classes work, and it has provided an opportunity to see the rigor
expected in college classes.  The area director who works with our students raves about
the work and progress that our PCHS students have made.
    It's financial aid time! If you have a senior (or college student) in your house, it is
time to fill out the FAFSA.  Remember, the FAFSA is now open starting October 1 and
you will use your 2016 taxes to apply for financial aid for the 2018-2019 school year.
Also, www.fafsa.gov is the website to use and this is a free service.
     If you have a junior high student in your household, ask them about the talk we had
about getting ready to be career and college ready.  We spent some time discussing what
they can do NOW to get themselves ready for life after school.  Those habits,
attitudes, and learnings begin now for their future.  Learning = Earning!
    Spring will be another busy time.  If you or your organization or business would like to
share your expertise with our students, please do not hesitate to contact me!  I am
looking at trying to start a "Wednesday Breakfast" (or maybe a different day of the
week) where some of our locals can share career opportunities and experiences with our
students.  We will also be on the road again with college and career trips.  And how can
we forget - graduation!  If you or your organization would like to sponsor a scholarship,
please see me and I will be glad to help get something set up.
     As you visit with your child about "what are you going to do with your life," please
remember that a 4-year college is not the best fit for all students.  Some very
successful people in this world have technical skills and talents that require a 2-year
degree or training.  I am always amazed when I visit different technical or community
colleges and hear about their 2-year programs that produce future employees and the
earning potential for these positions.  What I'm trying to say is, keep your options open
and help your student explore all different types of career options.  Chances are that
the job a high school student will hold when he/she is 30 years old hasn't even been
created yet!
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Immunizations:
Nebraska law requires each student
entering/enrolled in school to be
immunized. Please review the
2017-2018 requirements below and
make certain that your child/children
have completed the necessary
requirements.   Please bring a copy of
your child/children’s updated/current
immunization records to the school
office.

Student Age Group

Required Vaccines

Ages 2 through 5 years
enrolled in a school-based
program not licensed as
a child care provider

4 doses of DTaP, DTP, or DT vaccine
3 doses of Polio vaccine
3 doses of Hib vaccine or 1 dose of Hib given at or after 15 months of age
3 doses of pediatric Hepatitis B vaccine
1 dose of MMR or MMRV given on or after 12 month of age
1 dose of varicella (chickenpox) or MMRV given on or after 12 months of age. Written documentation
(including year) of varicella disease from parent, guardian, or health care provider will be accepted.
4 doses of pneumococcal or 1 dose of pneumococcal given on or after 15 months of age

Students entering school
(Kindergarten or 1st grade
depending on the school
district's entering grade)

3 doses of DTaP, DTP, DT, or Td vaccine, one given on or after the 4th birthday
3 doses of Polio vaccine
3 doses of pediatric Hepatitis B vaccine or 2 doses of adolescent vaccine if student is 11-15 years of age
2 doses of MMR or MMRV vaccine, given on or after 12 months of age and separated by at least one
month
2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) or MMRV given on or after 12 months of age. Written documentation
(including year) of varicella disease from parent, guardian, or health care provider will be accepted. If the
child has had varicella disease, they do not need any varicella shots.

Students entering 7th grade

Must be current with the above vaccinations
AND receive
1 dose of Tdap (contain Pertussis booster)

Students transferring from
outside the state at any
grade

Must be immunized appropriately according to the grade entered.

Source:  Nebraska Immunization Program, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.  For additional info, call 402-471-6423.
The School Rules & Regulations are available on the internet:  http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/reg/t173.htm (Title 173: Control of Communicable
Diseases - Chapter 3; revised and implemented 2011  Updated 1/25/2017
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BOX TOPS!
By Mrs. Abbie Leitschuck
As always, thank you so much for the box tops
that you collect for the school!  We are able to
purchase play equipment and other supplies that
we would not have without these donations.
Each month, box tops are drawn out for students
in the elementary and the high school buildings
to win prizes.  Congratulations to the September
and October winners:
● September:  Ava Schlund, Evie Hall,
Garrett Tryon, and Kennadi Benson
● October:  Kolbrin Farwell, Drake Wilkinson,
Sage Fisher, Taelyn Blecha, and Madison
Plager

Kindergarten News
By Mrs. Pam Mitchell
Fall is in the air . . .
* The class went to Roca Farms in October for a field trip.  Each student brought back a pumpkin.
We enjoyed eating our sack lunch outside in the beautiful fall weather.  A special THANK YOU to
parents/grandparents who went along to help and sent snacks for the bus ride.
*The K class had a fun Halloween party.
Thanks for all the parents who sent treats.
*The class is preparing for Thanksgiving
by working on a Thanksgiving Play and
planning a Friendship Feast.  (You can
see our play on the school website under
“Media Gallery.”)
*The students are preparing for the
Christmas Program on December 14.
Merry Christmas to All!!
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Dear Mom, Dad, Grandma, Grandpa, and everyone else who loves me,
My stomach is full of turkey and I am looking forward to the
snow, Santa, candy canes, and the smell of Christmas trees,
but first I have a few things to learn.  Math has been full of
learning money and math facts.  Now I can help you buy all
those fun gifts and awesome food when we go to the store. If
you could let me dump out my piggy bank or give me some
change to count, I could get really good at counting money.  I
love to play store or even concession stand with my siblings,
parents, or friends.  That will help me a lot, too!
I have been reading and writing a lot in school.  The books I read are so easy.  My
teacher says that is a good thing because that means I am getting to be a better
Reader.  I am also gaining a lot of confidence in myself.  She said that would help me
to get ready for 2nd grade reading.  AR has been so much fun. I have been doing
really well on my quizzes. That means that I understand what I am reading. I get to put
a ticket in every time I do well.  Each month my teacher picks 2 names from the tickets
and they get to have a pizza party with the rest of the elementary.  The more quizzes I
take and do well on, the more chance I have of my name being picked.
I have been learning digraphs in phonics.  I have learned the ck, th, ch, sh, wh and ee.
I have learned a lot of rules like when to use a k or a c at the beginning of the word;
when to use a k, ck or ke at the end of a word or what the sneaky e does when it is at
the end of a word.  That is helping me read and spell.
I am trying to learn to be responsible by bringing my homework back every day, but
I might need help remembering that it is cold now.  I will need my gloves, hat, snow
pants, boots, and coat every day.  I need everything marked with my name or my
initials.  The weatherman is not always accurate, so if I am always prepared I won’t
have to worry if something changes.  We do have a weather protocol, if it is too cold
outside we will go in the gym for recess, but I just want to be prepared.
I hope you are enjoying this year as much as I am.  First grade is the best!  I get to be
a Mathematician, a Scientist, an Inventor, an Author, and an Illustrator. I will have a
hard time deciding what I want to be when I grow up because I like all of these jobs!!
Thanks for listening to all I am learning and doing.
Yours truly,
Your Outstanding First Grader
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From the Second Grade...
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By Mrs. Lisa Blecha

The school year has flown by so far! Our focus has been to be respectful, responsible,
and safe in the classroom, walking to activities, in the lunchroom, and in our special
classes like PE, Music, and Art. We have learned that being respectful means to listen
as the teacher is talking and using kind words when speaking. Being responsible
means to turn in homework neatly and on time. Being safe means to walk in the
classroom and hallways and to look out for others. Each day we get a little better being
at respectful, responsible, and safe.
In Reading, we have been busy working on reading some expository text stories,
drawing descriptive pictures to identify our vocabulary words, and also discovering the
author’s purpose to why they wrote a story.
We are absolute rockstars adding with fractions in Math. The kids do an awesome job
of knowing which numbers go on the top and bottom of the fraction. We are going to
start more work with measuring soon.
Our big group project in Science has been our habitat project. Each group was
assigned a habitat that they are adding items to create a diorama that represents their
habitat. Each group is working together well and being super creative with their ideas.
The are taking this project one step further and working on researching the location of
their habitats with Mrs. Pierce in computer class. We can’t wait to see the finished
products!
Another big highlight of the year so far was visiting the residents at Premier Estates.
We took down several activities and had a fun afternoon of drawing, coloring, reading,
and puzzle making. We loved it and hope the residents did too. We hope to visit them
several more times.
Great job so far second graders! Let’s continue to have a great year!
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Greetings from the 3rd Graders!
By Mr. Scott Brumbaugh
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Fall has arrived, and the students in 3rd grade have fallen into a nice routine.
In class, we have been learning about many new things:
● In science, we have been talking about plant and animal life cycles. We
even made a video demonstrating a frog’s life cycle.
● Reading is great for class discussions each week. I get the
chance to learn much more about my students during these
discussions.
● We have also read about many interesting people and places. For
example, did you know that Benjamin Franklin made the first pair of
bifocals?
● In math, we continue taking a timed test every day.
Keep up the great work, third graders!

From the Library

By Mrs. Lori Gyhra
Each year, the Pawnee City Elementary Library hosts a Book Fair.  Books, along with
things like pencils, erasers, and posters, are shipped in, are organized, and are sold
for one week.  Based on the amount of sales from this year’s Book Fair, Pawnee City
School has earned $900 in free books.  Thanks so much to those
who stopped in to make a purchase!
Reading Classic is off to a GREAT start this year!  There are three
age divisions, and students come in either before school or during
lunch to practice once each week.  Competitions will run during
March with our County Contest in Lewiston and the State Contest in
Fairbury.
❖ Division 1 students (grades 3-4) are Deacon Bernadt, Emalyse
Gottula, Kailey Hartman, Luke Hunzeker, Kaylee Turnbull, Shayla Puhalla,
Madelyn Osborne, Larkin Harling, Trey Kling, and Ayden Hunzeker.
❖ Division 2 students (grades 5-6) are Cameron Ottersburg, Madolyn Gottula,
Adrian deKoning, Logan Maloley, Neveah Blecha, Karl Kaster, Hallye Friedly,
Ariana Fetherkile, and Ciera Uhrich.
❖ Division 3 students (grades 7-8) are Kenadie Schmutz, Ashlynn Hartman, and
Larissa Tegtmeier.
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Season Greetings from the 4th Grade Class

The fourth grade has been very busy the last month. In Nebraska, we have been learning
about what the land was like before Nebraska became a state. We also had a guest speaker
from the Nebraska Soybean Board come and talk to us about the importance of soybeans
in Nebraska. The students really enjoyed this!

A big part that we are working on and will continue to work on is multiplication. Fourth
graders will need to have to have all their multiplication facts memorized. Everyday in our
math lessons we have some kind of multiplying to do, so it is VERY important that we
continue to work on all of our facts (0-12). Flashcards are an excellent way of learning or
there are many apps available. Please continue to keep practicing these and making these
more fluent and easy to know.
The second semester of school we will be continuing our focus on NeSA Math and
Reading. We will not be taking these until March or April.
I hope everyone has a joyful holiday!
Miss Schaardt
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What’s New in Fifth Grade...
By Mr. Hadley Sejkora

The hallway is filling up with pictures of 5th graders!!!
With the Wonders Reading Series and Saxon Math, the
students take three weekly quizzes. Every time a student
gets a “Perfect Score” or “Personal Best,” they get to put up
a picture of themselves in the hallway. We are getting
quite a collection of pictures mounting under the “Perfect Score!”
Be sure to tell those 5th graders you see to keep up the great work.

Sixth Grade
By Mrs. Deb Niss
The preparation for junior high continues! Sixth grade students are becoming
more independent and increasingly more responsible.
Congratulations to our first quarter Honor Roll students (“A”  average),
Hallye Friedly and Timothy Packett. Honorable Mention (“B” average) went
to Kennadi Benson, Grace Dawson, Madison Fender, Ariana Fetherkile, Emma
Meints, and Zachary Wenzl.
More of our school work is done using our Chromebooks. Students have access
to ebooks for AR reading, create Google Docs for classroom projects, and use
the ConnectEd site for everything in reading class.
The sixth grade students will be performing on the
Vespers concert Sunday, December 3rd, at 3:00 p.m. I hope
to see many of you there!
Here’s wishing you all a blessed Christmas season and a
very Happy New Year!
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Volunteer Opportunity
By Mrs. Julie Pierce

The FIRST LEGO League program 2017-2018 "HYDRO DYNAMICS” Season is
underway. In this season’s challenge, the human water cycle describes the ways
people find, transport, use, and dispose of water in order to meet a specific need or
desire.
The Project teams will need to:
·        Identify a problem within the human water cycle.
·        Design a solution that makes this problem better.
·        Share the problem and solution with others.
Currently 37 teams are registered for the First Lego League qualifier in Nebraska City
@ the NC High School….which makes Nebraska City’s First Lego League (FLL)
qualifier the largest qualifier in the state this year! It takes a lot of volunteers (~70)
to make the First Lego League Nebraska City Qualifier successful….so whether you
are a robotics enthusiast, innovator, hydrologist (AKA Water Dr.), time-keeper, or can
help people get where they need to be, there are plenty of volunteer opportunities
for you!  So please consider signing up to help out.
Please consider registering as a volunteer!
* All volunteers MUST register with FIRST at https://www.firstinspires.org. For all of
you veteran volunteers, you are very aware of the volunteer registration process.
There is a new and improved system so it will look a little different this year but I
have created a registration guide for you to see the new site before even signing up,
Link: https://unl.box.com/v/2018volunteerguide. This guide was made for our new
rookie volunteers but can also help troubleshoot any questions you may have as well!
FIRST, and specifically FIRST LEGO League in Nebraska, is successful because of the
wonderful volunteers at these events. We could not provide this experience for
these students without the dedication from amazing people like you. We are
ALWAYS looking for new volunteers so spread the word!
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What Apps Should My Kids Use?
By Mrs. Allison Colvin

December 2017 / January 2018

I get this question quite often from parents. We live in the day and age of technology and our kids are more
savvy with smartphones and tablets than some of us will ever be. I find that a lot of kids, including my own,
are mesmerized by watching other kids play with toys on YouTube!  As a teacher and parent, this drives me
NUTS!  Technology is something that isn’t going to disappear, and does have
some very positive uses when used appropriately.
There are hundreds of thousands of apps available for purchase or for free, but it
is hard to know which of those apps will help our kids the most.  In the
classroom, I try to make sure all the apps that I use are researched based, but that
becomes very time consuming.  I have found that there are several places on the
web that will do that job for us!
The website Reading Rockets has a resource of apps that have been tried and
tested to help students with Dyslexia and Learning Disabilities. The right app can
help a child with dyslexia or other reading-based learning disabilities practice
literacy and learning skills, while having fun. Check out this collection of apps that can support kids who
struggle with phonics, pronunciation, spelling, vocabulary, comprehension, handwriting, word processing,
and composition.
https://goo.gl/ZsLX3g
Dyslexia and Learning Disabilities
http://www.readingrockets.org/literacyapps/dyslexia-and-learning-disabilities

Seasons Greetings from Mrs. Bloss’s Room
The Play Production team is starting the busiest three weeks of the
season as we polish up all the work we've been doing for the past three
months.  It's a 3x3 project--three long months and then three heavy
weeks. We're doing The Perils of Lulu by William Gleason this year.  It's
a change as it's the first humorous play we've done in about 5 or 6 years. It's been a big
adjustment, but they're doing a good job. We've got 46 kids on the team this year. Come see a
performance!
Eng 9 is wrapping up Poe and moving on to Code Talkers; Eng 11 is wrapping up The Scarlet Letter
and moving on to Mark Twain; Eng 10 is in the middle of To Kill a Mockingbird after last quarter's
Lord of the Flies; Eng 12 has just finished The Canterbury Tales after last quarter's Beowulf; and
Speech class is finishing off the semester with Informative and Persuasive speeches.
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Noteworthy News
Kristi Robison, Vocal Music
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Thanksgiving is just around the corner and 2017 is drawing to a close. I
am always amazed at how much faster time seems to fly as I get older.
However, I am not slowing down and neither are these students. So
many things have happened this fall and many more things are on the
horizon for the Vocal Music Department.
Since the last newsletter, the Showstoppers competed in the Peru State Show Choir Festival in
October. The group did very well and ended up receiving a top performance in Class D for that day of
performance. They also worked very hard this summer at the Fair Concession stand to earn money for
their new outfits. They will be wearing them at the Vespers Concert coming up on December 3rd
 .
The vocal music groups held a Little Caesar’s fundraiser in October and made over $2,000 in profit.
This was a wonderful increase from last year.  They sold over 400 items!! The money will be used to
supplement the choral music budget and help pay for special events that take place during the school
year. We want to thank everyone for supporting the choral music department.
On November 6th
 , the 8-12 high school chorus participated in the Pioneer Conference Vocal Clinic at
Johnson-Brock. The choir was directed by Marjorie Simons-Bester from Bellevue East High School. The
Pawnee City chorus sang “There’s a Hero” for their select piece. It was a great day filled with
wonderful music. Thanks to Chad Rinne for being our accompanist. We had a wonderful showing of
parents and family members at the concert so I want to say a big THANK YOU to them for their
support!!
Our Veteran’s Day program on November 10th was again a huge success. The 5-6-7 grade band
opened the program with a beautiful number called “Heroes and Glory.” The 2nd-5th grades
continued the program with a song called “Because of You.” Our Girls Octet sang the National Anthem
and the 6th
 -7th grade choir performed “America, Of Thee I Sing” featuring the Pledge of Allegiance. Our
guest speaker was Sgt. Alicia Moyer from Auburn. She gave a great speech about her time in the
military overseas and also life after returning home. She also presented the memorial wreath after the
8-12 Chorus sang “We Stand United.” The 5th
  grade computer students shared patriotic poems. During
the moment of silence, Jacky Schultheiss played Taps. The 8-12 Band finished the program with
“Marches of the Armed Forces.” We appreciate the students and community for their attendance and
thank our Veterans who attended. They make the day very special.
The High School Vespers Concert will be held Sunday, December 3 at 3:00 p.m. in the auditorium.
There will be a reception following the performance where cookies and punch will be served. The
Elementary Christmas program will be held on Thursday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. The 4th and
5th grades will be putting on a play called “How to Train Your Reindeer” while grades K-3rd will be
singing a variety of holiday songs preparing us for “That Time of Year.”
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Band Notes
By Andrea Veleba

December 2017 / January 2018

I hope everyone had a chance to come to the Fall Concert to hear the bands perform.  If you
didn’t, you missed an outstanding concert!  Don’t worry, though, because we’re planning
another great performance on the Christmas Concert.  Mark your calendars for Sunday,
December 3 at 3:00 p.m. to hear the high school band along with the 5th
 , 6th
 , and 7th
  grade
bands.
My 4th
  grade recorder students are busy preparing for their Christmas Concert, as well.  The
date and time for their performance is Thursday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m.  Remember:
the 5th
  and 6th
  grade band students are performing on the Dec. 3 concert, NOT on this concert.
On Monday, January 15, several Pawnee City students will be participating in the
Conference Band Clinic to be held at Lewiston High School.  Everyone is invited to attend the
final concert, which starts at 7:00 p.m. in Lewiston.
Thanks to everyone for your continued support of the band and the music program at
Pawnee City.  We hope to see you at all of our upcoming events!!

Mr. Brumbaugh’s Football Wrap-up…
The 2017 football season came to an end this October with a 3-6 record.  This wasn’t the record

we envisioned at the beginning of the season, but things don’t always go the way a person wants.
With that said it was still exciting watching the boys’ growth on the field.  They were fun to watch
with their big play capabilities on offense.  Hopefully,
we can continue this offensive trend and get
stronger on the defensive side of the ball for next
season.
Pioneer Conference post-season honors go to:

● Andrew Davis - 2nd Team defensive lineman
● Kaisonn K
 oester - 2nd Team defensive
linebacker
● Kaisonn Koester - Honorable Mention
offensive skill position

All-Conference Football recognition:

● Skylar Clark - 2nd Team offensive lineman
● Andrew D
 avis - 2nd Team defensive lineman
● Kaisonn K
 oester - 2nd Team defensive
linebacker
● Kaisonn Koester - Honorable Mention
offensive RB

We will miss the seniors as they graduate and like always wish them the best in their next
adventures.
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The 2017 Volleyball Season
By Coach Robison
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The Pawnee City Lady Indians started out the 2017 season with conditioning and
two-a-days beginning August 14th. Their theme was "Practice Like You've Never
Won, Play Like You've Never Lost." There were 21 girls who started the season,
and the team consisted of 4 Seniors, 5 Juniors, 6 Sophomores, and 6 Freshman.
Returning letter winners were Miranda Branek, Cassie Martin, Jacky Schultheiss,
Eve Beethe, and Rebecca Martin.
Head Coach KT Saathoff welcomed twins to the team on September 29th, so
coaching duties were assumed by Kristi Robison and Lisa Blecha. During the
season, the team had some great games and matches. One of the highlights was
the 3rd set of the Johnson-Brock meeting where the girls took them right to the
very end only losing by a two-point margin. Other highlights were placing 4th at
Mudecas B Division and playing a tough 3-set match against Sterling. The girls
also marked a 4th place finish at the Falls City Tournament.
Two of the best matches played
were Autism Night against
Southern. Both teams donned
Blue Autism shirts and posed for
a picture together, putting the
competition aside and joining
forces to raise money to support
the Autism program at PCHS.
Another great game was the Dig Pink night against Falls City Sacred Heart. It went
to 5 sets and the team battled back from a large deficit in the final set to make it
close but fell short. However, the greatest thing about the night was raising money
for breast cancer awareness and everyone wearing their Dig Pink T-shirts. We also
want to thank the community for supporting these events.
The team finished with a 9-19 record. Post season
honors thus far are MUDECAS Honorable Mention to
Miranda Branek and Cassie Martin. Also,
Congratulations go to Miranda Branek for being
selected to the Pioneer Conference Team. She received
3rd team honors and Cassie Martin was selected for
Honorable Mention.
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SENCA Provides Help to Pawnee County Households
during the 2017 Christmas Season
Dear residents of Pawnee County,
Are you a household currently experiencing a financial hardship that could use a
little bit of holiday cheer this Christmas? If so, then SENCA, along with several
local and area community partners, is wanting to help!
Households who have children ages 18 and under may qualify to receive gifts of
clothing, toys, or craft items to help make the season a little brighter. Qualifying
households will also be provided with a special food pantry to help with nutrition
needs while the children are home during their holiday break. To sign-up, please
complete the enclosed application, then either drop it off or mail it to:
The SENCA Pawnee County Outreach Office
549 F Street
Pawnee City, Nebraska, 68420
To be eligible to receive gifts for your children, SENCA will need to have
applications submitted NO LATER than Wednesday, December 6. Unfortunately,
households who do not submit their application by the 6th will not be eligible to
receive children’s gifts, however food pantries may still be available.
Items will be available for pickup on Monday, December 18th from 9-12 AM and
1-4 PM.
Respectfully,
Terri Brethouwer
Pawnee County Family Development Specialist
402-852-2208
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Pawnee County Holiday Wish List Application
Food Basket Request        

Gift Request

Date of Application: _______________________________
Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________ Social Security #: ______________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________ Best Time to Contact: ___________________________
Employer: ______________________________________________________ Monthly Take Home Pay: ______________________
Spouse/Friend in Home: _____________________________________________ Social Security #:___________________________
Employer: ______________________________________________________ Monthly Take Home Pay: ______________________
Do you receive a monthly child support payment? 

First Name

Male/Female

Yes 

No

Age

Do you have legal custody/guardianship of the above children? 

Top

Yes 

Pants

Gift Request (under
$25)

No

I understand by signing this form I give permission to Pawnee County Holiday Wish Program to verify any of the above information with
my employer and/or any Health & Human Services Agencies. I also understand that providing false information will result in my
application being denied. I understand this information will be released to organizations providing assistance through this program.

______________________________________________                            ___________________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature                                                                                            Spouse/Friend Signature (if Applicable)

NOTE: Application does not guarantee participation in this program. Eligibility will be based on need and resources available.

19

December 2017 / January 2018

20

December 2017 / January 2018
Pawnee City Public Schools Education Foundation
729 E Street, P.O. Box 393
Pawnee City, Nebraska  68420
Dear Pawnee City Public Schools Patrons:
The Pawnee City Public Schools Education Foundation helps the teachers of the school district make an
impact on students every day.  You will find technology, books and programs funded through the
Foundation throughout the campus.  As a result of the generosity of our donors, students have more
opportunities, greater options and enhanced learning experiences.   The Foundation provides
“opportunity” – the opportunity for you to make a difference in the lives of tomorrow’s leaders.
Since 2009, the Foundation has awarded $247,900+ in first time Scholarships, $77,000+ in renewable
Scholarships, $6,400+ in dual credit reimbursement for students, $3,200+ in teacher continuing
education dual credit, $16,000+ in curriculum for both elementary and secondary, and $195,000+ in
improvements to our school campus.
The Pawnee City Public Schools Education Foundation currently provides a variety of services to the
teachers and students of Pawnee City Schools including:
●
●
●

Dual Credit Reimbursement for students.
Dual Credit Endorsement Reimbursement for teachers.
The Foundation administers several scholarships that reward and encourage students and
alumni to pursue their education beyond high school.

Recently, contributions to the Education Foundation have provided:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Skills Assessment program “IXL Analytics” for  Special Education
iPads for High School Math
General Math 7 Curriculum “ALEKS” for Jr. High Math
C-Pens (text reading pens) for high needs students
“Second Step” Social Skills Curriculum for grades PK-5
Personal Finance Curriculum for High School
Project Based Learning Subscriptions for both Jr. High and High School

In addition, contributions are funding a Project Based Learning Academy attendance for two teachers,
small interactive classroom supplies, as well as donations to the TeamMates mentoring program.
The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization and is dedicated to ensuring all donations to the foundation
are used as the donor requested. It is our hope that you will take the opportunity to participate in
providing our students the opportunity to dream, achieve and succeed.
We appreciate your help!
Pawnee City Public Schools Education Foundation
Jason Vetrovsky, President
John Wissler, Vice-President
Lisa Hunzeker, Treasurer
Marie Glenn, Secretary
Randy Niss
AJ Tomky
Jason Turnbull
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This newsletter is provided through the courtesy of the Pawnee City Educational
Foundation
The Pawnee City Educational Foundation is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization.  We have a
recognition plaque located in the cafeteria area to recognize benefactors in categories of
$50-$99, $100-$499, $500-$999, $1,000-$4,999, and $5,000+.  Your support will help to
continue this newsletter, as well as help with other projects and scholarships.  If you don’t
already receive the bimonthly newsletter, you may subscribe to it by contacting the school at
402-852-2988.
If you would like more information regarding the Foundation and its function, feel free to contact
any of the Foundation board members:  Jason Vetrovsky, John Wissler, Lisa Hunzeker, Marie
Glenn, Randy Niss, AJ Tomky, and Jason Turnbull.
______________________________________________________________________
YES!  I want to help my school and the Pawnee City Public Schools Foundation.  Please enroll
me as a member of the Foundation.
NAME: _______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________
CITY: _______________________________  STATE:  _________  ZIP: ____________
_____ Please contact me about remembering the Pawnee City Public Schools
Foundation in my will.
My membership category:
_____ $5,000 or more - Founder
_____ $1,000 to $4,999 - Grand Benefactor
_____ $500 to $999 - Benefactor
_____ $100 to $499 - Major Contributor
_____ $50 to $99 - Contributor
_____ $0 to $49 - Donator
PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
PAWNEE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION
P.O. BOX 393
PAWNEE CITY, NE  68420
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December 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

Saturday

1

2

* 2:00 Dismissal
* 4:00 Basketball
vs Frankfort

* 9:30 Wr. @
Cougar Invite Conestoga

8

9

4

* 3:00 Vespers
Program

* 4:00 JH Boys BB * 4:30 Basketball
@ JCC
@ T ri-County

* 1:30 JH Boys BB * 10:00 State Play
vs Lewiston
Production @
Norfolk
* 2:00 JH Boys BB
vs Sterling

* 2:00 Dismissal
* 4:30 Basketball
@ Parkview
Christian

ACT Test Date
* 9:00 JH Boys BB
@ FCSH
* 9:30 Wr. @
Tri-State Invite Sabetha
* 1:30 Basketball
@ JCC

10

11

13

15

16

* 4:00 JH Boys BB * 4:00 Basketball
@ Johnson-Brock vs L ourdes
* 6:00 School
Board Mtg

17

18

19

20

* 5:30 Wr. vs
Louisville (In
Humboldt)

7

Friday

3

12

6

Thursday

14

* 7:00 Elementary * 2:00 Dismissal
Christmas
* 4
 :00 Basketball
Concert
vs S terling

* 10:00 Wr. @
JCC Invite

21

22

23

* 4:30 Basketball
@ Weeping
Water

* 2:00 Dismissal
NO Preschool

NSAA
Moratorium

Last day of 2nd
Quarter and 1st
Semester

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

NSAA
Moratorium

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

NSAA
Moratorium

NSAA
Moratorium

NSAA
Moratorium

* 3:00 Basketball
@ HTRS Holiday
Tournament
(Varsity only)

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

* 3:00 Basketball
@ HTRS Holiday
Tournament
(Varsity only)

31

Abbreviation Key:

New Year's Eve

Wr. - Wrestling
"Basketball" stands for JV and Varsity for Boys and Girls - Games run as follows: JVG, JVB, VG,
VB
"vs" means the game is a HOME game
"JH BB" means Junior High Basketball - We will stipulate between boys and girls
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January 2018
Sunday

Monday

14

21

Wednesday

1

2

3

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL
(Students)

* 8:00 Students
Return

New Year's Day

7

Tuesday

4

* 8:00 Staff
Returns

Friday

Saturday

5

6

* 1:00 Wr. @
Tri-Co Invite
* 2:00 Dismissal
* 4:00 Basketball
vs Freeman
* 5:00 FCA Soup
Supper

* 9:30 Wr. @
Tri-Co Invite
* 1:00 Basketball
vs Conestoga

8

9

10

11

12

13

* 3:00 MUDECAS
Var BB

* 3:00 MUDECAS
Var BB
* 6:30 Wr. @
Conestoga

* 10:00 "Kids on
the Block"
PK-3 Puppet
Presentation

* 3:00 MUDECAS
Var BB

* 2:00 Dismissal
ACT test 2/10
deadline
* 3:00 MUDECAS
Var BB
* 5:00 Wr. @
Friend Duals

* 10:00 Wr. @
Cross County
Invite
* 3:00 MUDECAS
Var BB

15

16

17

18

19

20

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
* 4:00 JH Girls BB
vs Lourdes
* 6:00 School
Board Mtg
* 7:00
Conference Band
concert @
Lewiston

* 4:00 Basketball
vs HTRS
* 5:00 Soph.
Soup Supper

* 2:00 Dismissal
* 4:00 Basketball
@ FCSH

* 9:00 JV
Basketball @
FCSH Invite

22

23

26

27

24

* 2:00 JH Girls BB * 2:00 JH Girls BB
vs Sterling
vs L ewiston
* 4:00 Basketball
vs Lewiston
* 5:00 Yearbook
Soup Supper
28

Thursday

25

* 7:00 Wr. @ JCC * 2:00 Dismissal * 8:00 MUDECAS
Dual
* 4
 :00 Basketball Speech
@ Johnson-Brock * 9
 :00 Wr. @
Raymond
Central

29

30

31

* 4:00 Pioneer
Conf BB (Var)

* 4:00 Pioneer
Conf BB (Var)

NO Preschool

Abbreviation Key:
Wr. - Wrestling
"Basketball" stands for JV and Varsity for Boys and Girls - Games run as follows: JVG, JVB, VG,
VB
"vs" means the game is a HOME game
"JH BB" means Junior High Basketball - We will stipulate between boys and girls
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This newsletter was created by Mrs. Veleba and the Publishing Class.
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